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Examined claim: Claim 1 
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Claim 1 


Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Korean 

Patent Law 



[GROUNDS OF REJECTION] 

The present application is not in condition for allowance because claim 1 is 
rejected under Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Korean Patent Law as being obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art in view of the prior art of record before the filing of the present 



application on the grounds as particularly stated below. 

The present invention is directed to a method for downscaling a digital matrix 
image using a selected ratio. However, the patent application publication KR 2001- 
0075439 (published on 9 August 2001, hereinafter referred to as a cited reference) 
discloses image scaling and color interpolation/recovery. Therefore, the present 
invention would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the cited 
reference in that the objective and effect of the present invention are predicted based on 
the cited reference. 

Comparing the features of claim 1 and the cited reference, the preamble portion of 
claim 1 corresponds to the feature disclosed in the cited reference that an initial location 
is set in a CFA (Color Filter Array), a sub-image of pixels of the same color is extracted, 
and a filter forms a matrix of coefficients (a mask) by which the intensity values of pixels 
in the sub-image region are multiplied. Furthermore, the feature recited in claim 1 that 
the digital matrix image is downscaled by using a scaling ratio R with three integers X, Y 
and Z corresponds to that disclosed in the cited reference that an M x N CFA is 
downscaled by 4: 1 . 

Although there is a difference between claim 1 and the cited reference in that 
claim 1 recites the downscaling performed in two stages, i.e., in the first stage, the matrix 
is scaled using the ratio 1/X, and in the second stage, each pixel of an intermediate matrix 
is scaled using the ratio Y/Z, the difference is regarded as a nominal design change which 
can be made by one of ordinary skill in the art as occasion demands without undue 
difficulties. 

Thus, claim 1 would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view 
of the cited reference. 

[Reference in Submitting an Amendment] 
The title of invention described in the present application and the specification 
thereof is "a method and apparatus for downscaling a digital matrix image", but the 
claimed invention is limited to "a method for downscaling a digital matrix image," Thus, 
it is requested to amend the title of invention, 
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1 . A copy of the patent application publication KR 200 1 -75439 
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